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FINAL ACT OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARINE CONFER- 
ENCE HELD AT WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 16 TO DECEM- 
BER 31, 1889. 1 

The President of the United States of America, in pursuance of a 
special provision of Congress, having extended to the Governments of 
all maritime nations in diplomatic relations with his own, an invitation 
to send delegates to a Maritime Conference to meet in the city of Wash- 
ington on the 16th of October, 1889, to discuss, revise, and amend the 
rules, regulations, and practice concerning vessels at sea and navigation 
generally, this International Marine Conference assembled at the time 
and place designated, and, after careful and patient discussion and con- 
sideration of the entire programme, passed the following resolutions 
upon the subjects contained under the various general divisions : 

i Transmitted to the Secretary of State of the United States with the following 
letter : 

INTEKNATIONAL MARINE CONFERENCE, 

Washington, December 31, 1889. 
Hon. James G. Blaine, 

Secretary of State, Department of State. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that the Conference, at a session held on 
December 30, 1889, upon motion of the first delegate for France, passed the 
following resolution: 

" Resolved, That a final act be printed showing for each division of the pro- 
gramme, and in the order of the divisions, the resolutions adopted by the Con- 
ference. 

" This act to be signed in the name of the Conference by the President and the 
Secretary." 

In compliance with this resolution I have the honor to transmit said Final Act. 

The Conference recommend that a copy of this Final Act be transmitted to the 
various powers represented. 

The following governments sent delegates to the Conference: 

Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Brazil, Chili, China, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala, Hawaii, Honduras, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Siam, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, and United States. 

In the name of the International Marine Conference, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

S. R. Franklin, Bear-Admiral, U. 8. Navy, President. 
V. L. Cottman, Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy, Secretary. 
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General Division 1. 



Marine signals or other means of plainly indicating the direction in 
which vessels are moving in fog, mist, falling snow, and thich 
weather, and at night. 

RULES FOR THE PREVENTION OF COLLISIONS AND RULES OF THE ROAD. 

1. Visibility, number, and position of lights to be carried by vessels. 

(a) Steamers under way. 

(b) Steamers towing. 

(c) Vessels under way, but not under command, including steamers 

laying cable. 

(d) Sailing vessels under way. 

(e) Sailing vessels towing. 

(f) Vessels at anchor. 

(g) Pilot vessels. 
(h) Fishing vessels. 

2. Sound signals; their character, number, range, and position of 

instruments. 

(a) For use in fog, mist, falling snow, and thick weather, as 

position signals. 
For steamers under way. 
For steamers towing. 
For sailing vessels under way. 
For sailing vessels towing. 

(These signals to show approximate course steered if possible.) 
For vessels at anchor. 
For vessels under way, but not under command, including 

steamers laying cable. 

(b) For use in all weather as helm signals only. 
For steamers meeting or crossing. 

For steamers overtaking. 
For steamers backing. 

(c) Whether helm signals shall be made compulsory or remain 

optional. 

3. Steering and sailing rules. 

(a) Sailing vessels meeting, crossing, overtaking, or being over- 

taken by each other. 

(b) Steamers meeting, crossing, overtaking, or being overtaken by 

each other. 
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(c) Sailing-vessels meeting, crossing, overtaking, or being over- 

taken by steamers. 

(d) Steamers meeting, crossing, overtaking, or being overtaken by 

sailing-vessels. 

(e) Special rules for channels and tide-ways, where no local rules 

exist. 

(f) Conflict of international and local rules. 

(g) Uniform system of commands to the helm, 
(h) Speed of vessels in thick weather. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Conference it is inexpedient to 
adopt course-indicating sound-signals in foggy or thick weather; inas- 
much as among the other strong reasons presented by the Sound-Signal 
Committee, if such signals were used in crowded waters, danger would 
result from the uncertainty and confusion produced by a multiplicity 
of signals, and from the false security that would be created in the 
minds of mariners, and if vessels were navigated in dependence on such 
signals, when neither could see the other, there would be danger that 
the officer in charge might read the signal incorrectly, or, if he read it 
correctly, would interpret it wrongly. 

REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA. 
PRELIMINARY. 

These rules shall be followed by all vessels upon the high seas and in 
all waters connected therewith, navigable by sea-going vessels. 

In the following rules every steam-vessel which is under sail and not 
under steam is to be considered a sailing vessel, and every vessel under 
steam, whether under sail or not, is to be considered a steam-vessel. 

The word " steam-vessel " shall include any vessel propelled by 
machinery. 

A vessel is " under way " within the meaning of these rules, when she 
is not at anchor, or made fast to the shore, or aground. 

RULES CONCERNING LIGHTS, ETC. 

The word " visible " in these rules, when applied to lights, shall mean 
visible on a dark night with a clear atmosphere. 

Article 1. The rules concerning lights shall be complied with in all 
weathers from sunset to sunrise, and during such time no other lights 
which may be mistaken for the prescribed lights shall be exhibited. 
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Art. 2. A steam-vessel when under way shall carry : 

(a) On or in front of the foremast, or if a vessel without a foremast, 
then in the fore part of the vessel, at a height above the hull of not 
less than 20 feet, and if the breadth of the vessel exceeds 20 feet, then 
at a height above the hull not less than such breadth, so however, that 
the light need not be carried at a greater height above the hull than 
40 feet, a bright white light, so constructed as to show an unbroken light 
over an arc of the horizon of 20 points of the compass, so fixed as to 
throw the light 10 points on each side of the vessel, viz., from right ahead 
to 2 points abaft the beam on either side, and of such a character as to 
be visible at a distance of at least 5 miles. 

(b) On the starboard side a green light so constructed as to show 
an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of 10 points of the compass, 
so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to 2 points abaft the 
beam on the starboard side, and of such a character as to be visible at a 
distance of at least 2 miles. 

(c) On the port side a red light so constructed as to show an unbroken 
light over an arc of the horizon of 10 points of the compass, so fixed as 
to throw the light from right ahead to 2 points abaft the beam on the 
port side, and of such a character as to be visible at a distance of at 
least 2 miles. 

(d) The said green and red side-lights shall be fitted with inboard 
screens projecting at least 3 feet forward from the light, so as to prevent 
these lights from being seen across the bow. 

(e) A steam-vessel when under way may carry an additional white 
light similar in construction to the light mentioned in subdivision (a). 
These two lights shall be so placed in line with the keel that one shall 
be at least 15 feet higher than the other, and in such a position with 
reference to each other that the lower light shall be forward of the 
upper one. The vertical distance between these lights shall be less than 
the horizontal distance. 

Art. 3. A steam-vessel when towing another vessel shall, in addition 
to her side-lights, carry two bright white lights in a vertical line one 
over the other, not less than 6 feet apart, and when towing more than 
one vessel shall carry an additional bright white light 6 feet above or 
below such lights, if the length of the tow, measuring from the stern 
of the towing vessel to the stern of the last vessel towed, exceeds 600 
feet. Each of these lights shall be of the same construction and char- 
acter, and shall be carried in the same position as the white light men- 
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tioned in Article 2 (a), except the additional light, which may be car- 
ried at a height of not less than 14 feet above the hull. 

Such steam-vessel may carry a small white light abaft the funnel 
or after-mast for the vessel towed to steer by, but such light shall not be 
visible forward of the beam. 

Art. 4. (a) A vessel which from any accident is not under command 
shall carry at the same height as the white light mentioned in Article 
2 (a), where they can best be seen, and if a steam-vessel in lieu of that 
light, two red lights, in a vertical line one over the other, not less than 
6 feet apart, and of such a character as to be visible all round the hori- 
zon at a distance of at least 2 miles ; and shall by day carry in a vertical 
line one over the other, not less than 6 feet apart, where they can best 
be seen, two black balls or shapes, each 2 feet in diameter. 

(b) A vessel employed in laying or in picking up a telegraph cable 
shall carry in the same position as the white light mentioned in Article 
2 (a), and if a steam-vessel in lieu of that light, three lights in a 
vertical line one over the other, not less than 6 feet apart. The highest 
and lowest of these lights shall be red, and the middle light shall be 
white, and they shall be of such a character as to be visible all round 
the horizon, at a distance of at least 2 miles. By day she shall carry a 
vertical line one over the other, not less than 6 feet apart, where they 
can best be seen, three shapes not less than 2 feet in diameter, of which 
the highest and lowest shall be globular in shape and red in color, and 
the middle one diamond in shape and white. 

(c) The vessels referred to in this Article, when not making way 
through the water, shall not carry the side-lights, but when making way 
shall carry them. 

(d) The lights and shapes required to be shown by this Article are 
to be taken by other vessels as signals that the vessel showing them is 
not under command and can not therefore get out of the way. 

These signals are not signals of vessels in distress and requiring assist- 
ance. Such signals are contained in Article 31. 

Art. 5. A sailing vessel under way, and any vessel being towed shall 
carry the same lights as are prescribed by Article 2 for a steam-vessel 
under way, with the exception of the white lights mentioned therein, 
which they shall never carry. 

Art. 6. Whenever, as in the case of small vessels under way during 
bad weather, the green and red side-lights can not be fixed, these lights 
shall be kept at hand, lighted and ready for use; and shall, on the 
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approach of or to other vessels, be exhibited on their respective sides 
in sufficient time to prevent collision, in such manner as to make them 
most visible, and so that the green light shall not be seen on the port 
side nor the red light on the starboard side, nor if practicable more than 
2 points abaft the beam on their respective sides. 

To make the use of these portable lights more certain and easy, the 
lanterns containing them shall each be painted outside with the color of 
the light they respectively contain, and shall be provided with proper 
screens. 

Art. 7. Steam-vessels of less than 40, and vessels under oars or sails 
of less than 20 tons, gross tonnage, respectively, when under way, shall 
not be obliged to carry the lights mentioned in Article 2 (a), (b) and 
(c), but if they do not carry them they shall be provided with the fol- 
lowing lights : 

1. Steam-vessels of less than 40 tons shall carry: 

(a) In the fore part of the vessel, or on or in front of the funnel, 
where it can best be seen, and at a height above the gunwale of not less 
than 9 feet, a bright white light constructed and fixed as prescribed in 
Article 2 (a), and of such a character as to be visible at a distance of 
at least 2 miles. 

(b) Green and red side-lights constructed and fixed as prescribed in 
Article 2 (b) and (c), and of such a character as to be visible at a dis- 
tance of at least 1 mile, or a combined lantern showing a green light and 
a red light from right ahead to 2 points abaft the beam on their respective 
sides. Such lantern shall be carried not less than 3 feet below the white 
light. 

2. Small steam-boats, such as are carried by sea-going vessels, may 
carry the white light at a less height than 9 feet above the gunwale, but 
it shall be carried above the combined lantern, mentioned in subdi- 
vision 1 (b). 

3. Vessels under oars or sails, of less than 20 tons, shall have ready 
at hand a lantern with a green glass on one side and a red glass on the 
other, which, on the approach of or to other vessels, shall be exhibited 
in sufficient time to prevent collision, so that the green light shall not 
be seen on the port side nor the red light on the starboard side. 

The vessels referred to in this Article shall not be obliged to carry 
the lights prescribed by Article 4 (a), and Article 11, last paragraph. 

Art. 8. Pilot vessels, when engaged on their station on pilotage duty, 
shall not show the lights required for other vessels, but shall carry a 
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white light at the masthead visible all round the horizon, and shall also 
exhibit a flare-up light or flare-up lights at short intervals, which shall 
never exceed 15 minutes. 

On the near approach of or to other vessels they shall have their side 
lights lighted, ready for use, and shall flash or show them at short inter- 
vals, to indicate the direction in which they are heading, but the green 
light shall not be shown on the port side, nor the red light on the star- 
board side. 

A pilot vessel of such a class as to be obliged to go alongside of a 
vessel to put a pilot on board, may show the white light instead of carry- 
ing it at the masthead, and may, instead of the colored lights above 
mentioned, have at hand ready for use a lantern with a green glass on 
the one side and a red glass on the other, to be used as prescribed above. 

Pilot vessels when not engaged on their station on pilotage duty, shall 
cany lights similar to those of other vessels of their tonnage. 

Art. 9. Fishing vessels and fishing boats when under way and when 
not required by this Article to carry or show the lights therein named, 
shall cany or show the lights prescribed for vessels of their tonnage 
under way. 

(a) Vessels and boats when fishing with drift nets shall exhibit two 
white lights from any part of the vessel where they can best be seen. 
Such lights shall be placed so that the vertical distance between them 
shall be not less than 6 feet and not more than 10 feet, and so that the 
horizontal distance between them, measured in a line with the keel, shall 
be not less than 5 feet and not more than 10 feet. The lower of these 
two lights shall be the more forward, and both of them shall be of such 
a character as to show all round the horizon, and to be visible at a dis- 
tance of not less than 3 miles. 

(b) Vessels when engaged in trawling, by which is meant the drag- 
ging of an apparatus along the bottom of the sea — 

1. If steam-vessels, shall carry in the same position as the white 
light mentioned in Article 2 (a), a tricolored latern so constructed and 
fixed as to show a white light from right ahead to 2 points on each bow, 
and a green light and a red light over an arc of the horizon from 2 points 
on either bow to 2 points abaft the beam on the starboard and port 
side respectively; and not less than 6 nor more than 12 feet below the 
tricolored lantern, a white light in a lantern, so constructed as to show 
a clear uniform and unbroken light all round the horizon. 

2. If sailing-vessels of 7 tons gross tonnage and upwards, shall carry 
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a white light in a lantern, so constructed as to show a clear uniform 
and unbroken light all round the horizon, and shall also be provided 
with a sufficient supply of red pyrotechnic lights, which shall each burn 
for at least 30 seconds, and shall be shown on the approach of or to 
other vessels in sufficient time to prevent collision. 

In the Mediterranean Sea, the vessels referred to in subdivision (b) 
2, may use a flare-up light in lieu of a pyrotechnic light. 

All lights mentioned in subdivision (b) 1 and 2, shall be visible at a 
distance of at least 2 miles. 

3. If sailing-vessels of less than 7 tons gross tonnage, shall not be 
obliged to carry the white light mentioned in subdivision (b) 2 of this 
Article, but if they do not carry such light, they shall have at hand, 
ready for use, a lantern showing a bright white light, which shall, on 
the approach of or to other vessels be exhibited where it can best be 
seen, in sufficient time to prevent collision; and they shall also show a 
red pyrotechnic light, as proscribed in subdivision (b) 2, or, in lieu 
thereof a flare-up light. 

(c) Vessels and boats when line-fishing with their lines out and 
attached to their lines, and when not at anchor or stationary, shall carry 
the same lights as vessels fishing with drift-nets. 

(d) Pishing vessels and fishing boats may at any time use a flare-up 
lights in addition to the lights which they are by this Article required 
to carry and show. All flare-up lights exhibited by a vessel when 
trawling or fishing with any kind of drag-net shall be shown at the 
after part of the vessel, excepting that, if the vessel is hanging by the 
stern to her fishing gear, they shall be exhibited from the bow. 

(e) Every fishing vessel and every boat when at anchor shall exhibit 
a white light visible all round the horizon at a distance of at least 1 mile. 

(f) If a vessel or boat when fishing becomes stationary in consequence 
of her gear getting fast to a rock or other obstruction, she shall show 
the light and make the fog-signal prescribed for a vessel at anchor, 
respectively. (See Article 15 (d), (e) and last paragraph.) 

(g) In fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rain-storms, drift-net vessels 
attached to their nets, and vessels when trawling, dredging, or fishing 
with any kind of drag-nets, and vessels line-fishing with their lines out, 
shall, if of 20 tons gross tonnage or upwards, respectively, at intervals 
of not more than one minute make a blast; if steam- vessels with the 
whistle or siren, and if sailing vessels with the fog-horn, each blast to be 
followed by ringing the bell. 
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(h) Sailing vessels or boats fishing with nets or lines or trawls, when 
under way, shall in daytime indicate their occupation to an approaching 
vessel by displaying a basket or other efficient signal, where it can best 
be seen. 

The vessels referred to in this Article shall not be obliged to carry 
the lights prescribed by Article 4 (a) and Article 11, last paragraph. 

Art. 10. A vessel which is being overtaken by another shall show 
from her stern to such last-mentioned vessel a white light or a flare-up 
light. The white light required to be shown by this Article may be fixed 
and carried in a lantern, but in such case the lantern shall be so con- 
structed, fitted, and screened that it shall throw an unbroken light over 
an arc of the horizon of 12 points of the compass, viz., for 6 points from 
right aft on each side of the vessel, so as to be visible at a distance of 
at least 1 mile. Such light shall be carried as nearly as practicable on 
the same level as the side lights. 

Art. 11. A vessel under 150 feet in length, when at anchor, shall 
carry forward, where it can best be seen, but at a height not exceeding 
20 feet above the hull, a white light in a lantern so constructed as to 
show a clear, uniform, and unbroken light visible all round the horizon 
at a distance of at least 1 mile. 

A vessel of 150 feet or upwards in length, when at anchor, shall carry 
in the forward part of the vessel, at a height of not less than 20 and 
not exceeding 40 feet above the hull, one such light, and at or near the 
stern of the vessel, and at such a height that it shall be not less than 
15 feet lower than the forward light, another such light. 

The length of a vessel shall be deemed to be the length appearing 
in her certificate of registry. 

A vessel aground in or near a fair-way shall carry the above light 
or lights and the two red lights prescribed by Article 4 (a). 

Art. 12. Every vessel may, if necessary in order to attract attention, 
in addition to the lights which she is by these rules required to carry, 
show a flare-up light or use any detonating signal that can not be mis- 
taken for a distress signal. 

Art. 13. Nothing in these rules shall interfere with the operation 
of any special rules made by the Government of any nation, with respect 
to additional station and signal lights for two or more ships of war or 
for vessels sailing under convoy, or with the exhibition of recognition 
signals adopted by ship-owners, which have been authorized by their 
respective Governments and duly registered and published. 
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Art. 14. A steam-vessel proceeding under sail only, but having her 
funnel up, shall carry in day-time, forward, where it can best be seen, 
one black ball or shape 2 feet in diameter. 

SOUND-SIGNALS FOR FOG, ETC. 

Art. 15. All signals prescribed by this Article for vessels under way 
shall be given: 

1. By " Steam-vessels " on the whistle or siren. 

2. By "Sailing vessels and vessels towed" on the fog-horn. 

The words " prolonged blast " used in this Article, shall mean a blast 
of from four to six seconds duration. 

A steam-vessel shall be provided with an efficient whistle or siren, 
sounded by steam or some substitute for steam, so placed that the sound 
may not be intercepted by any obstruction, and with an efficient fog- 
horn, to be sounded by mechanical means, and also with an efficient 
bell. A sailing vessel of 20 tons gross tonnage or upwards shall be pro- 
vided with a similar fog-horn and bell. 

In fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rain-storms, whether by day or 
night, the signals described in this Article shall be used as follows, viz: 

(a) A steam- vessel having way upon her shall sound, at intervals 
of not more than 2 minutes, a prolonged blast. 

(b) A steam-vessel under way, but stopped and having no way upon 
her, shall sound, at intervals of not more than 2 minutes, 2 prolonged 
blasts, with an interval of about 1 second between them. 

(c) A sailing vessel under way shall sound, at intervals of not more 
than 1 minute, when on the starboard tack 1 blast, when on the port 
tack 2 blasts in succession, and when with the wind abaft the beam 3 
blasts in succession. 

(d) A vessel, when at anchor, shall, at intervals of not more than 1 
minute, ring the bell rapidly for about 5 seconds. 

(e) A vessel, at anchor, at sea, when not in ordinary anchorage 
ground and when in such a position as to be an obstruction to vessels 
under way, shall sound, if a steam-vessel, at intervals of not more than 
2 minutes, 2 prolonged blasts with her whistle or siren, followed by 
ringing her bell; or, if a sailing vessel, at intervals of not more than 1 
minute, 2 blasts with her fog-horn, followed by ringing her bell. 

Note. — In all cases where the rules require a bell to be used a drum may be 
substituted on board Turkish vessels, or a gong where such articles are used on 
board small sea-going vessels. 
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(f) A vessel, when towing, shall, instead of the signals prescribed in 
subdivisions (a) and (c) of this article, at intervals of not more than 
2 minutes, sound 3 blasts in succession, viz: 1 prolonged blast followed 
by 2 short blasts. A vessel towed may give this signal, and she shall 
not give any other. 

(g) A steam- vessel wishing to indicate to another " the way is off 
my vessel, you may feel your way past me," may sound 3 blasts in suc- 
cession, viz : short, long, short, with intervals of about 1 second between 
them. 

(h) A vessel employed in laying or in picking up a telegraph cable 
shall, on hearing the fog-signal of an approaching vessel, sound in 
answer 3 prolonged blasts in succession. 

(i) A vessel under way, which is unable to get out of the way of an 
approaching vessel through being not under command or unable to 
manoeuvre as required by these rules, shall, on hearing the fog-signal 
of an approaching vessel, sound in answer 4 short blasts in succession. 

Sailing-vessels and boats of less than 20 tons gross tonnage shall not 
be obliged to give the above-mentioned signals, but if they do not they 
shall make some other efficient sound signal at intervals of not more than 
1 minute. 

SPEED OF SHIPS TO BE MODERATE IN FOG, ETC. 

Art. 16. Every vessel shall, in a fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rain- 
storms, go at a moderate speed, having careful regard to the existing 
circumstances and conditions. 

A steam-vessel hearing, apparently forward of her beam, the fog- 
signal of a vessel the position of which is not ascertained, shall, so far 
as the circumstances of the case admit, stop her engines, and then navi- 
gate with caution until danger of collision is over. 

STEERING AND SAILING RULES. 
PRELIMINARY RISK OF COLLISION. 

Risk of collision can, when circumstances permit, be ascertained by 
carefully watching the compass bearing of an approaching vessel. If 
the bearing does not appreciably change, such risk should be deemed 
to exist. 

Art. 17. When two sailing vessels are approaching one another, so as 
to involve risk of collision, one of them shall keep out of the way of 
the other as follows, viz : 
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(a) A vessel which is running free shall keep out of the way of a 
vessel which is close-hauled. 

(b) A vessel which is close-hauled on the port tack shall keep out 
of the way of a vessel which is close-hauuled on the starboard tack. 

(c) When both are running free, with the wind on different sides, 
the vessel which has the wind on the port side shall keep out of the way 
of the other. 

(d) When both are running free, with the wind on the same side, the 
vessel which is to windward shall keep out of the way of the vessel 
which is to leeward. 

(e) A vessel which has the wind aft shall keep out of the way of the 
other vessel. 

Art. 18. When two steam-vessels are meeting end on, or nearly end 
on, so as to involve risk of collision, each shall alter her course to star- 
board, so that each may pass on the port side of the other. 

This Article only applies to cases where vessels are meeting end on, 
or nearly end on, in such a manner as to involve risk of collision, and 
does not apply to two vessels which must, if both keep on their respec- 
tive courses, pass clear of each other. 

The only cases to which it does apply are, when each of the two 
vessels is end on, or nearly end on, to the other ; in other words, to eases 
in which, by day, each vessel sees the masts of the other in a line, or 
nearly in a line, with her own; and by night, to cases in which each 
vessel is in such a position as to see both the side lights of the other. 

It does not apply, by day, to eases in which a vessel sees another 
ahead crossing her own course ; or by night, to cases where the red light 
of one vessel is opposed to the red light of the other, or where the green 
light of one vessel is opposed to the green light of the other, or where 
a red light without a green light, or a green light without a red light, 
is seen ahead, or where both green and red lights are seen anywhere 
but ahead. 

Art. 19. When two steam-vessels are crossing, so as to involve risk of 
collision, the vessel which has the other on her own starboard side shall 
keep out of the way of the other. 

Art. 20. When a steam-vessel and a sailing-vessel are proceeding 
in such directions as to involve risk of collision, the steam-vessel shall 
keep out of the way of the sailing-vessel. 

Art. 21. Where by any of these rules one of two vessels is to keep out 
of the way, the other shall keep her course and speed. 



54 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Art. 22. Every vessel which is directed by these rules to keep out of 
the way of another vessel shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, 
avoid crossing ahead of the other. 

Art. 23. Every steam-vessel which is directed by these rules to keep 
out of the way of another vessel shall, on approaching her, if necessary 
slacken her speed, or stop, or reverse. 

Art. 24. Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, every 
vessel overtaking any other, shall keep out of the way of the over-taken 
vessel. 

Every vessel coming up with another vessel from any direction more 
than two points abaft her beam, i. e., in such a position, with reference 
to the vessel which she is overtaking, that at night she would be unable 
to see either of that vessel's side lights, shall be deemed to be an over- 
taking vessel; and no subsequent alteration of the bearing between the 
two vessels shall make the overtaking vessel a crossing vessel within the 
meaning of these rules, or relieve her of the duty of keeping clear of 
the overtaken vessel until she is finally past and clear. 

As by day the overtaking vessel can not always know with certainty 
whether she is forward of or abaft this direction from the other vessel, 
she should, if in doubt, assume that she is an overtaking vessel and keep 
out of the way. 

Art. 25. In narrow channels every steam-vessel shall, when it is safe 
and practicable, keep to that side of the fair-way or mid-channel which 
lies on the starboard side of such vessel. 

Art. 26. Sailing-vessels under way shall keep out of the way of sailing- 
vessels or boats fishing with nets, or lines, or trawls. This rule shall not 
give to any vessel or boat engaged in fishing the right of obstructing a 
fair-way used by vessels other than fishing-vessels or boats. 

Art. 27. In obeying and construing these rules, due regard shall be 
had to all dangers of navigation and collision, and to any special cir- 
cumstances which may render a departure from the above rules necessary 
in order to avoid immediate danger. 

SOUND SIGNALS TOR VESSELS IN SIGHT OF ONE ANOTHER. 

Art. 28. The words "short blast" used in this article shall mean a 
blast of about one second's duration. 

When vessels are in sight of one another, a steam-vessel under way, 
in taking any course authorized or required by these rules, shall indicate 
that course by the following signals on her whistle or siren, viz: 
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One short blast to mean, " I am directing my course to starboard." 
Two short blasts to mean, " I am directing my course to port." 
Three short blasts to mean, " My engines are going full speed astern." 

NO VESSEL, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, TO NEGLECT PROPER PRECAUTIONS. 

Art. 29. Nothing in these rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the 
owner, or master, or crew thereof, from the consequences of any neglect, 
to carry lights or signals, or of any neglect to keep a proper lookout, 
or of the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the 
ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the case. 

RESERVATION OP RULES FOR HARBORS AND INLAND NAVIGATION. 

Art. 30. Nothing in these rules shall interfere with the operation 
of a special rule, duly made by local authority, relative to the navigation 
of any harbor, river, or inland waters. 

DISTRESS SIGNALS. 

Art. 31. When a vessel is in distress, and requires assistance from 
other vessels or from the shore, the following shall be the signals to be 
used or displayed by her, either together or separately, viz : 

In the day-time — (1) A gun fired at intervals of about a minute; 

(2) The International Code signal of distress indicated by N C; (3) 
The distant signal, consisting of a square flag, having either above or 
below it a ball or anything resembling a ball; (4) Eockets or shells, as 
prescribed below, for use at night; (5) A continuous sounding with any 
fog-signal apparatus. 

At nigbi —r (1) A gun fired at intervals of about a minute; (2) 
Flames on the vessel (as from a burning tar-barrel, oil-barrel, etc.) ; 

(3) Eockets or shells, bursting in the air with a loud report and throw- 
ing stars of any color or description, fired one at a time at short inter- 
vals; (4) A continuous sounding with any fog-signal apparatus. 

The following resolutions have been approved of by the Conference, 
and are recommended to the attention of the Powers represented thereat 
in an Appendix to Eules of the Eoad : 

1. The power of all lights should be expressed by referring them all 
to one standard, by which the light issuing from the lantern should be 
measured. 

2. The minimum power only of each light should be definitely fixed, 
leaving it to the judgment of the parties responsible for fitting out the 
vessels with proper lanterns to employ lamps of this or greater power. 
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3. The use of incandescent lamps should be permitted; the use of 
arc lights at present should be excluded for all purposes other than 
signaling and searching. 

4. Each lantern should be so constructed that the minimum power 
of light can be found at every point where the light is to be visible, after 
the lamp has been fitted with proper screens. 

5. The lanterns should be so constructed as to insure the light having 
at least the required minimum power in the ideal line connecting the 
lantern with the horizon, even though the vessel be heeled one way or 
the other 10 degrees. 

6. The color of the glasses by which the coloring of the light is to 
be produced should be so chosen that, if possible, the red light shall have 
no admixture of green, nor the green light of red rays, and that both 
colors can be readily and unmistakably distinguished. 

7. No detailed description should be internationally adopted for the 
construction of the lamp or lantern, so that a fair chance may be given 
to inventors to produce serviceable articles. 

8. The side lights should be so screened as to prevent the most con- 
vergent rays of the lights being seen across the bows more than half a 
point. 

9. The side lights should be placed in steam-vessels not forward of 
the mast-head light. 

10. To meet the number of complaints as to the absence of proper 
lights on sailing vessels, the attention of the Powers is called to the 
better enforcement of the regulations in that behalf. 

11. All steam-whistles, sirens, fog-horns, and bells should be thor- 
oughly tested as to their efficiency, and should be capable of being heard 
at a stated minimum distance, and should be so regulated that the tones 
of whistles and sirens should be as distinct as possible from the sound 
of fog-horns. 

12. Steam-vessels should be provided, if possible, with means of blow- 
ing off surplus steam, when the engines are stopped, in such a manner 
as to occasion as little noise as possible. 

13. In clear weather at sea no vessel should attempt to cross the bows 
of the leaders of any squadron of three or more ships-of-war in regular 
formation, nor unnecessarily to pass through the lines of such squadron. 

14. In every case of collision between two vessels it should be the 
duty of the master or person in charge of each vessel, if and so far as 
he can do so without serious danger to his own vessel, crew, and passen- 
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gers (if any), to stay by the other vessel until he has ascertained that 
she has no need of further assistance, and to render to the other vessel, 
her master, crew, and passengers (if any), such assistance as may be 
practicable and as may be necessary in order to save them from any 
danger caused by the collision, and also to give to the master or person 
in charge of the other vessel the name of his own vessel and her port 
of registry, or the port or place to which she belongs, and also the name 
of the ports and places from which and to which she is bound. 

General Division 2. 
Regulations to determine the seaworthiness of vessels. 

(a) Construction of vessels. 

(b) Equipment of vessels. 

(c) Discipline of crew. 

(d) Sufficiency of crew. 

(e) Inspection of vessels. 

(f) Uniform certificates of inspection. 

1. It is the opinion of the Conference, that upon the subjects con- 
tained in the sections of this division, no international rule could be 
made which would secure beneficial results. It is thought that the Con- 
ference would be limited in each case to a recommendation fixing a 
minimum for the objects which it is desired to secure under each of 
these sections. If such a minimum were made the legal requirement it 
would have an injurious effect upon the present standard of efficiency 
in many countries. 

2. In other countries where such efficiency does not exist it is thought 
that it will be best secured by the same means which have secured it 
elsewhere, leaving each nation to modify such means in ways which will 
best adapt them to the particular methods of the respective governments. 

3. Again, it is found that the present rules existing in different 
countries upon several of these questions are different in many respects, 
though probably equally efficient. It would therefore, become necessary, 
in forming an international rule in such cases, to recommend changes 
in the existing rules of several countries, which to some of them might 
be impracticable. This is thought to be undesirable. However, the 
Conference earnestly recommend that — 

4. All vessels, whether propelled by steam or sail, should possess a 
margin of strength over and above that which is required to enable them 
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to perform the work for which they were designed and built. A chain, 
a bridge, or any other structure, the failure of which would entail the 
loss of human life, invariably has a considerable reserve of strength 
provided — in other words, the admitted working load is always much 
less than the computed strength, or the strength ascertained by actual 
test; certainly it is no less important that the hull of a vessel should 
contain a similar reserve. 

5. To attempt to formulate rules for the construction of vessels of 
all sizes and for all trades would far exceed the province of this Con- 
ference, and besides, any arbitrary rules would probably much hamper 
the advance in design and the method of construction. 

6. Therefore, to obtain as much as seems to be practicable in this 
direction, it is desirable to rely upon efficient and oft-repeated inspection, 
when, upon the least indication of distress or of rupture showing, very 
substantial additions should be made before the vessel is allowed to again 
proceed to sea. 

7. Ocean-going steam-vessels which carry passengers should be addi- 
tionally protected by having efficient bulkheads, so spaced that when any 
two compartments be filled with water, the vessels will still remain in a 
seaworthy condition; and two at least of the amidships bulkheads should 
be tested by water-pressure to the height of the deck next above the 
water-line. 

General Division 3. 

Draft to which vessels should be restricted when loaded. 

Uniform maximum load-mark. 

The Conference are led to believe that notwithstanding the advan- 
tages which would be connected with the introduction of a uniform 
system of load-marks, this matter is not ripe for consideration by this 
Conference, and that it ought to be left to the negotiations to be carried 
on between the Governments of the maritime nations. 

General Division 4. 
Uniform regulations regarding the designating and marking of vessels. 

(a) Position of name on vessel. 

(b) Position of name of port of registry on vessel, 
(e) Size of lettering. 

(d) Uniform system of draft-marks. 
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1. The name of every registered merchant vessel shall be marked upon 
each bow and upon the stem, and the port of registry of every such 
vessel shall be marked upon the stem. 

These names shall be marked in Roman letters in a light color on a 
dark ground, or in a dark color on a light ground, and to be distinctly 
visible. 

The smallest letters used shall not be less than four (4) inches high. 

2. The draft of every registered vessel shall be marked upon the stem 
and stem-post in English feet or decimeters, in either Arabic or Roman 
numerals. The bottom of each numeral shall indicate the draft to that 
line. 

General Division 5. 
Saving life and property from shipwreck. 

1. Saving of life and property from shipwreck at sea. 

(a) Duties of vessels after collision. 

(b) Apparatus for life-saving to be carried on board ship. (Life- 

boats, life-preservers, life-rafts, pumps, and fire-extinguish- 
ing apparatus.) 

(c) The use of oil and the necessary apparatus for its use. 

(d) Uniform inspections as to (b) and (c). 

2. Saving of life and property from shipwreck by operations from 

shore. 

(a) Organization of, and methods employed by, life-saving in- 

stitutions. 

(b) The employment of drilled and disciplined crews at life- 

saving stations. 

(c) The maintenance of a patrol upon dangerous coasts by night, 

and during thick weather by day, for warning off vessels 
standing into danger, and for the early discovery of wrecks. 

(d) Uniform means of transmitting information between stranded 

vessels and the shore. 

(e) Life-boats, life-saving apparatus and appliances. 

3. Official inquiries into causes and circumstances of shipwrecks and 

other casualties. 

1. Resolved, In every case of collision between two vessels, it shall be 
the duty of the master or person in charge of each vessel, if, and so far 
as he can do so without danger to his own vessel, crew and passengers 
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(if any), to stay by the other vessel until he has ascertained that she 
has no need of further assistance, and to render to the other vessel, her 
master, crew and passengers (if any), such assistance as may be practi- 
cable and as may be necessary in order to save them from any danger 
caused by the collision; and also to give to the master or person in 
charge of the other vessel the name of his own vessel and of her port 
of registry, or of the port or place to which she belongs, and also the 
names of the ports, and places from which and to which she is bound. 

2. Resolved, That the Conference approve of the principle of the 
" Eules made by the Board of Trade of Great Britain under the Mer- 
chant Shipping (Life-Saving Appliances) Act, 1888," relating to boats 
and appliances to be carried on board ship for saving life; and recom- 
mend that the several Governments adopt measures to secure compliance 
with this principle in regard to such boats and appliances for vessels of 
150 tons and upwards, gross tonnage. 

It is also recommended that the principle of these rules be extended 
to all smaller craft, as far as practicable; and that each vessel of this 
class should carry at least one life-buoy of approved pattern and material, 
and for every person on board an efficient life-belt or jacket. 

3. Resolved, That the Conference recommend that the several Govern- 
ments require all their sea-going vessels to carry a sufficient quantity of 
animal or vegetable oil for the purpose of calming the sea in rough 
weather, together with suitable means for applying it. 

4. Resolved, That the Conference recommend that all institutions 
for saving life from wrecked vessels prepare uniform instructions to 
mariners with reference to their co-operation with those attempting their 
rescue from the shore, and that said instructions include the following 
signals : 

Upon the discovery of a wreck by night the life-saving force will burn 
a red pyrotechnic light or a red rocket to signify — " You are seen; 
assistance will be given as soon as possible." 

A red flag waived on shore by day, or a red light, red rocket, or red 
Roman candle displayed by night, will signify — " Haul away." 

A white flag waived on shore by day, or a white light slowly swung 
back and forth, or a white rocket or white Roman candle fired by night 
will signify — " Slack away." 

Two flags, a white and a red, waived at the same time on shore by 
day, or two lights, a white and a red, slowly swung at the same time, or 
a blue pyrotechnic light burned by night, will signify — " Do not attempt 
to land in your own boats. It is impossible." 
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A man on shore beckoning, by day, or two torches burning near 
together, by night, will signify "This is the best place to land." 

Any of these signals may be answered from the vessel as follows: In 
the day-time, by waiving a flag, a handkerchief, a hat, or even the hand; 
at night, by firing a rocket, a blue light, or a gun, or by showing a light 
over the ship's gunwale for a short time and then concealing it. 

And it is recommended that the several governments take measures 
to keep all their sea-going vessels supplied with copies of such in- 
structions. 

Resolved, That the Conference recommend that the several nations 
provide by legislative enactments for official inquiry into the causes and 
circumstances of all shipwrecks and other serious casualties happening 
to their vessels. 

If the maritime nations should agree upon uniform requirements in 
respect to life-saving apparatus to be carried on board ship, and as to 
the use of oil and the necessary apparatus for its use, uniform inspec- 
tions might perhaps be advantageous, but it would be impossible to 
formulate an adequate system for this purpose without knowing defi- 
nitely what those requirements might be; and even then it would be 
doubtful, considering the great diversity of administrative methods and 
machinery in different countries, whether any practicable system could 
be devised that would be acceptable to all. 

The Conference have had before them a number of valuable papers 
describing the organization and methods of institutions for the saving 
of life from shipwreck and indicating the extent and results of their 
work. An examination of them clearly shows that these institutions are 
all managed by men whose hearts are in their work and who may be 
trusted to use every means known to them for perfecting the apparatus 
and methods employed for the rescue of unfortunates cast upon their 
shores. The organization of the service in each country must necessarily 
vary according to the condition and temper of the people and the char- 
acter and habits of the coast population from which the men constituting 
the effective life-saving force must be drawn. It is, therefore, deemed 
impracticable to formulate any definite rules which would be applicable 
to all alike. It appears desirable, however, that the officers of every 
organization should study the features of the others, in order that they 
may adopt such improvements as seem suitable for their own. Some 
of the establishments appear to have been brought to a high degree of 
excellence. 
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It seems desirable that careful attention should be given to the fre- 
quent drilling and exercising of life-saving crews. It is also deemed 
important that a watch or patrol should, whenever practicable, be estab- 
lished upon dangerous coasts at night, and during thick weather by day, 
not only for the early discovery of wrecks, but in order to warn off 
vessels that may be incautiously standing into danger. Coast-guards are 
established in various countries for the prevention of smuggling, and 
where this is the case they can be utilized to give timely notice and assist- 
ance to life-saving crews, or even to constitute such crews as is already 
done in some countries. 

With regard to special varieties of life-boats and other appliances, 
the Conference believe that the matter can be safely trusted to the 
judgment and discretion of the officers in charge of the life-saving 
institutions of the several countries. The requirements vary so greatly 
upon different coasts that boats and appliances effective in one place are 
often ill-adapted or useless in another. Besides, the preferences of the 
men employed have to be considered; they usually having greater con- 
fidence in particular models because they are accustomed to them. 
Confidence in the appliances a crew is required to use is, in general, an 
admitted essential to success. No one can judge of these matters so 
well as the officers whose duty it is to study the local conditions and 
who are thoroughly acquainted with the prejudices and habitudes of 
the men. 

It is desirable that officers of life-saving institutions should generally 
communicate freely with each other with reference to any improvements 
that may occur to them, either in apparatus, methods, or organization, 
with a view both to the diffusion of information concerning such matters, 
and to establishing an international comity with regard to a beneficent 
work. 

With reference to subsection d, "Uniform means of transmitting in- 
formation between stranded vessels and the shore," the Conference would 
say that co-operation between mariners upon a wrecked vessel and those 
who wish to assist them upon shore is of the highest importance. The 
most earnest attempts at aid may be rendered nugatory if the ship- 
wrecked are not aware of what is required of them. In order to secure 
this co-operation various means have been devised in maritime countries, 
such as attaching tally-boards to the lines of the beach apparatus, the 
publication of instructions in the official log-books distributed to vessels, 
the issuing of pamphlets or cards of such instructions, or the very excel- 
lent method of posting, in the forecastle, or some convenient place in a 
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vessel, a durable placard showing by illustrations the manner in which 
life-saving lines are to be secured on board and giving necessary instruc- 
tions relative thereto. 

All these measures are good, but the instructions have not been as 
generally distributed among vessels of all nationalities as they should 
be, and with a view to the universal diffusion of this information it is 
recommended that a uniform system of issuing and distributing such in- 
structions be adopted by the several maritime nations. 

The Conference are also of the opinion that the instructions generally 
issued do not adequately provide for co-operation between the ship and 
the shore, and that they should be supplemented by a few simple signals 
for the purpose of direct communication. The International Code can 
often be used in the day-time, but a still simpler system should be pro- 
vided for the few signals required. It is believed that the signals abso- 
lutely necessary can be reduced to very few, and that the adoption and 
publication of such a system would be of great benefit in the emergencies 
of shipwreck. 

If it be determined to establish an international code of night-signals, 
such as is referred to in General Division 8 of the programme — 
" Night-Signals for Communicating Information at Sea " — the signals 
needed for communicating at night between wrecked vessels and the 
shore ought to be incorporated therein. If it should prove impracticable 
to adopt a system of night signals for the International Code, it may yet 
be worth considering whether the few signals needed for use at wrecks 
ought not to be adopted. Such a system is recommended by the Con- 
ference and will be found described in detail in the fourth resolution 
above. Every signal there mentioned has been found necessary in 
emergencies that have actually arisen in service. 

General Division 6. 

Necessary qualifications for officers and seamen, including tests for sight 

and color-blindness. 

(a) A uniform system of examination for the different grades. 

(b) Uniform tests for visual power and color-blindness. 

(c) General knowledge of methods employed at life-saving stations. 

(d) Uniform certificates of qualification. 

1. Every man or boy going to sea as a seaman, or with the intention 
of becoming a seaman, should be examined for visual power and color- 
blindness; and no man or boy should be permitted to serve on board any 
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vessel in the capacity of seaman, or where he will have to stand lookout, 
whose visual power is below one-half normal or who is red and green 
color-blind. 

2. Every man who shall qualify as an officer of a registered vessel or 
as a pilot after the adoption of these rules, except engineer officers, shall 
be required to have a certificate that he has the necessary visual power, 
and that he is not red and green blind. He shall also have a certificate 
that he is familiar with the regulations for preventing collisions at sea 
and with the duties required of him in co-operating with a life-saving 
station in case his vessel is stranded. 

3. It is recommended that each country provide means which will 
enable any boy or man intending to go to sea to have his eyes examined 
for visual power and color-blindness, and to obtain a certificate of the 
result, also to enable the master of any vessel to have the eyes of any 
of his crew tested for the same purpose. 

It is the opinion of the Conference that defective visual power and 
color-blindness are sources of danger at sea. The first both by day and 
night, because of the inability of the short-sighted to see objects at a 
sufficient distance. Color-blindness is a source of danger, more espe- 
cially at night, because of the inability of a color-blind person to dis- 
tinguish between the red and green side-lights. The inability on the 
part of an officer or lookout to distinguish the color of buoys may be a 
cause of accident in broad daylight. 

It is the opinion of the Conference, however, that tests for these 
defects need not be enforced in the cases of masters and mates who 
already occupy such positions. 

The Conference purposely avoid making any recommendation as to 
the methods to be used in making such tests for visual power and color- 
blindness, or in conducting the necessary examinations for officers. It 
is thought that the desired objects will be best secured by leaving each 
country to employ the methods which may seem most suitable. 

General Division 7. 
Lanes for steamers on frequented routes. 

(a) "With regard to the avoidance of steamer collisions. 

(b) With regard to the safety of fishermen. 

After consideration of various routes the Conference concluded to 
report only upon the North Alantic route between ports of North 
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America and ports of Northern Europe as the route upon which there 
was apparently the greater demand for such lanes, if such could be ad- 
vantageously laid down on any ocean or sea. 

It appears that the adherence of fast steam passenger vessels to certain 
southerly routes would tend to the avoidance of fog and ice, and the 
Conference adopted a resolution to the effect that it was desirable during 
the spring and summer months that such vessels should follow a southern 
route which would clear the Banks of Newfoundland, and be likely to 
be clear of fog and ice, but when it came to proposing any plan to make 
such ocean lanes compulsory, the Conference found the subject one of 
such difficulty that they do not recommend a proposition of that nature. 

The difficulty of enforcing the present rule providing for moderate 
speed in thick weather suggests what greater difficulties would be met 
with in enforcing lane routes if made compulsory, and it was not thought 
desirable to lay down routes by international agreement unless they were 
to be made compulsory for swift steamers. 

Eoutes that might be proposed would be in danger of invasion by 
ice during the spring and summer months, and at all times would be 
crossed by sailing vessels and steamers going north and south. If laid 
down on parallels of latitude, which seemed to favor one sea-port at the 
expense of another, or the ports of one country at the expense of the 
ports of another country, they would arouse opposition that would prob- 
ably prevent their adoption. 

It is possible that even in the near future vessels may be employed 
of such power and speed that all such considerations may have to give 
way to the paramount consideration of safety, but, so far as shown to 
the Conference, present conditions do not seem to justify an international 
agreement to that effect. It was not shown to the Conference that 
collisions in midocean between fast ocean steamers had taken place, or 
that the danger was great enough to justify enforced adherence to cer- 
tain lanes. Collisions between fast steam-ships, so far, have occurred 
nearer the coasts, where all tracks must converge. 

The Conference believe, however, that the voluntary establishment of 
and adherence to particular routes by the different steam-ship companies 
for different seasons of the year is very desirable. In fact, the Confer- 
ence are of the opinion that such action by the steam-ship companies, 
with the experience to be gained thereby, would be quite essential before 
any concerted action by the maritime powers could be profitably taken. 

The Conference therefore strongly recommend that the companies 
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interested should, by mutual agreement, after consultation together, 
establish routes for the different lines, and make them public, in order 
that the hydrographic officers of the various Governments may publish 
them for the information of navigators. 

The Conference have considered the opinions of several persons in the 
printed matter that has been laid before them. With the exception of 
one or two definite propositions, the literature before the Conference 
does not show how such lane routes could be laid down. Even those con- 
taining such propositions arrive at the conclusion that such routes could 
not be made compulsory. 

With regard to the safety of fishermen upon the North Atlantic Ocean, 
the Conference are of the opinion that their safety would be best pro- 
moted by unceasing vigilance on the part of the fishermen, and by care- 
ful compliance by all with the present rules for the prevention of collis- 
ions, especially as to the efficiency of lights and sound-signals. If lanes 
were established which carried the fast steamers clear of the Banks 
frequented by the fishermen it might promote such a sense of security 
on their part as would tend to carelessness with reference to the rules 
as at present laid down, and lead to danger from the slower vessels 
which would still frequent the Banks. 

During the months when the fishing vessels most frequent the Banks, 
the fear of encountering fog and ice leads many of the steamers to go 
south of them. 

Quick passages are what the steam-vessels aim at in response to 
the public demand for swift passenger and mail service, and if they 
were compelled to obey existing rules regarding moderate speed in fogs 
at all times and in all places they would avoid the Banks still more 
in order to go clear of fogs; and thus it seems that the solution of the 
problem before the Conference, namely, of how to induce steam-ships 
of great speed to take safer routes to avoid fogs, ice, and danger of 
collision with fishermen and other vessels, is in compelling obedience 
to the present rules regarding moderate speed in thick weather. The 
enforcement of these rules would make it for the interest of such vessels 
to take routes comparatively clear of fogs and ice, and thus attain the 
end which compulsory legislation might fail to do. 

Prom the correspondence placed before the Conference regarding 
the dangers of fishermen upon the Banks, it will be observed that vigi- 
lance regarding lights and sound-signals have been found efficient safe- 
guards in most instances. 
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General Division 8. 
Night signals for communicating information at sea. 

(a) A code to be used in connection with the International Code 
Signal Book. 

(b) Or a supplementary code of limited scope to convey information 
of special importance to passing vessels. 

(c) Distress signals. 

With regard to subsections a and b of General Division 8, the Con- 
ference have considered systems of night signals with ordinary colored 
lights, but the objection exists that they can not be seen so far as a white 
light. It is the opinion of the Conference that night-signaling at sea 
can better be carried on by a system of long and short flashes from 
a white light than by any system in which colored lights are used. 

The Conference have concluded that the systems of signaling by 
pyrotechnic lights, which have been brought to their notice, are too 
expensive for general use. 

The Conference have had before them "A supplementary code of 
limited scope to convey information of special importance to passing 
vessels," which has been prepared by a committee of the British Board 
of Trade, and has been presented by the British Government to the vari- 
ous Powers for their consideration. 

The Conference, after careful consideration, recommend the adoption, 
for optional use, of that supplementary code, with the following change : 
To strike out signal P. G., " Beware of derelict dangerous to navigation," 
and substitute in its place N. P., " I want assistance. Eemain by me." 

The Conference decided upon the following fog-signals, to be allotted 
to pilots and to vessels seeking pilots : 

For vessels requiring pilots — a prolonged blast followed by a short 

For pilots wishing to offer their services — a short blast followed by 
a long blast, ■■■■, bmhwi. 

And the Conference recommend that they be inserted in the Inter- 
national Code Book under the Pilot-Signals. 

The Conference suggest that the complete alphabet of the Morse Code 
be inserted in the International Code Book for optional use. 
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General Division 9. 
Warnings of approaching storms. 

(a) The transmission of warnings. 

(b) The uniformity of signals employed. 

The preparation of weather forecasts and the transmission of warnings 
regarding expected storms must, by the very nature of the subject, be 
dealt with locally; and it is in the opinion of the Conference very ques- 
tionable whether any useful purpose would be gained by the adoption 
of uniformity of methods, except so far as the general progress of scien- 
tific knowledge indicates the direction of possible improvement, and this, 
it is hardly necessary to say, is more likely to be secured by work carried 
on independently rather than under any uniform system. 

The Conference invite the maritime countries interested to take into 
consideration the best practical mode of signaling by day, whether by 
shapes, colored or black, by flags, or by the two combined, and by night, 
by means of lights, colored or white, arranged to represent distinctive 
forms, and the establishment of a uniform system of indicating storm 
warnings by day and by night, and that such a system should as far as 
possible include signals indicating whether the storm is approaching or 
has passed the station. 

General Division 10. 

Reporting, marking, and removing dangerous wrecks or obstructions to 

navigation. 

(a) A uniform method of reporting and marking dangerous wrecks 
and derelicts. 

(b) The division of the labor, cost, and responsibility among the 
several maritime nations, either by geographical apportionment or 
otherwise : 

Of the removal of dangerous derelicts ; 

And of searching for doubtful dangers with a view of removing them 
from the charts. 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED FOR THE CONSIDERATION Of THE POWERS. 

1. That it is advisable to make it the duty of any of the officers, or 
of the crew of a wreck or derelict, to report as soon as possible after 
landing to the nearest harbor authority, if necessary through their consul, 
as follows : — 
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(a) Name of the vessel abandoned. 

(b) Her distinguishing number. 

(c) Name of her home port, port from which she sailed, and place of 
destination. 

(d) General description of vessel and her rig. 

(e) Place where abandoned (latitude and longitude as near as 
possible) . 

(f) Weather and current experienced before leaving the vessel, and 
in case she was a derelict the direction in which she would most likely 
drift. 

(g) Whether or not it is intended to take any steps toward her 
recovery. 

2. That a similar report should be made to the same authorities by 
the master of any vessel sighting a wreck or derelict, and a suitable 
entry made in the ship's log. 

3. That such reports should be published in " Notices to Mariners," 
the daily press, and, if necessary, by giving telegraphic information to 
the ports which it most concerns. 

4. That it is advisable to make it the duty of every commander or 
master of a vessel to report the fact that an iceberg or dangerous field 
ice has been sighted, or a shoal, reef, or other obstruction has been dis- 
covered, to the harbor authorities or the hydrographic office of that 
country to which the port next reached belongs, giving a full description 
of the obstruction and all facts that may lead to the determination of its 
position; for instance, the time elapsed since the last reliable astronomical 
observation, and the rate of the chronometer. If the obstruction be a 
shoal or reef, the depth of water actually obtained by sounding on it 
should be given. Also when land is in sight the position of any off-lying 
shoal or reef should be determined by compass bearings of fixed objects 
in view, the error of the compass being stated, with information as to 
how and when that error was observed. Angles should also be taken 
between such objects, and a drawing of the coast and the position of the 
observer be added. 

5. That whenever practicable it shall be the duty of the crew before 
abandoning a vessel (a) to hoist some distinctive signal, as: B C F, 
" abandoned by the crew," or C B T G, " Derelict," or a ball, shape, or 
other similar mark, where it can best be seen, and where it should not 
be mistaken for any other authorized signal; (b) to let go the sheets and 
halliards of such sails as are not furled. 
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6. That the different maritime powers interested in the navigation 
of that portion of the North Atlantic Ocean bordering the American 
coast and situated westward of a line drawn from the Bermuda Islands 
to Cape Race, Newfoundland, be invited to come to an agreement respect- 
ing the removal of derelicts in these waters under due official supervision. 

7. That in countries which, by treaty, have acknowledged the exterri- 
toriality of subjects of other powers and their property, the consul or con- 
suls concerned shall be instructed not to withhold his or their consent 
to the destruction of a wreck or parts thereof if it is shown that the 
wreck constitutes a danger to passing vessels, and if there is no apparent 
possibility that it will be removed within a reasonable time by the owners 
or the insurance companies interested. 

General Division 11. 
Notice of dangers to navigation. 

NOTICE OF CHANGES IN LIGHTS, BUOYS, AND OTHER DAY AND NIGHT 

MARKS. 

(a) A uniform method of taking bearings, of designating them 
(whether true or magnetic) , and of reporting them. 

(b) A uniform method of reporting, indicating, and exchanging infor- 
mation by the several maritime nations — to include the form of notices 
to mariners. 

(c) A uniform method of distributing this information. 

The Conference invite the several maritime powers to consider the 
following resolutions with a view to establishing uniformity in the sub- 
jects treated in " Notices to Mariners " and " Light-Lists : " 

1. That all bearings should be given from seaward. 

2. That the bearings of cuts of different-colored sectors of lights or 
bearings of lights defining a narrow channel should be expressed in 
degrees where practicable. 

3. That all bearings expressed in degrees should count from north 
and south, from 0° to 90°, towards east and west. 

4. That in designating bearings the letter E shall designate east, and 
the letter W shall designate west. 

5. That whenever bearings are given the variation of the compass at 
the place should be stated. 

6. That distances should be expressed in nautical miles and fractions 
thereof. The word " cable " should mean the tenth part of a nautical 
mile. 
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7. That whenever the longitude of a position is given it should be 
stated which prime meridian is adopted, and if other than that of Green- 
wich or Paris, the difference of longitude should also be stated. 

8. That in defining the visibility of a light it should be stated whether 
the distance is for " clear," or " mean " state of the weather. 

9. That where the geographical range of a light is given it should 
be calculated as seen at high water from an observer 15 feet or 5 meters 
above the sea. 

10. That a uniform classification of lights based on luminous intensity 
and on the character as seen by the mariner should be adopted. 

11. That the central offices that issue " Notices to Mariners " or 
" Light Lists " should be permitted to correspond direct on such subjects^ 

12. That from countries where " Notices to Mariners " are published 
only in newspapers, copies of such papers should be sent to the various 
hydrographic offices. 

General Division 12. 

A uniform system of buoys and beacons. 

(a) Uniformity in color of buoys. 

(b) Uniformity in numbering of buoys. 

On the principle of using four colors to mark the four sides of a 
shoal, the Conference put forward the following scheme, based on the 
least change that would be necessary in altering the present system to 
a uniform plan; and they bring it to the notice of the countries inter- 
ested, as an example showing that uniformity is attainable if they will 
agree to consider the subject : 

All shoals marked on the compass system to be marked — 

On the North side by a single black or white color. 
South side by red. 

East side by half red and half white combined. 
West side by half white and half black combined. 

On rocks, in fair-way, with channels on either hand, to be marked 
black or red, with horizontal bands. 

If such colors were adopted, then the following changes of color would 
be necessary : 

The marks on the north side of a shoal would remain colored black 
or white as they now are in all countries using the compass system. 

The marks on the south side of a shoal would, in Norway, have to be 
changed from white to red. 
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The marks on the east side of a shoal would, in Norway, have to be 
changed from black to half red and half white; Sweden, have to be 
changed from black and white to half red and half white; Denmark, 
have to be changed from red to half red and half white. 

The marks on the west side of a shoal would, in Norway and Den- 
mark, have to be changed from white to half white and half black; 
Sweden, have to be changed from red to half white and half black; Fin- 
land, have to be changed from white and red to half white and half black. 

The marks on a rock in fair-way, with channel on either side, if a 
white horizontal band is generally adopted, would in Russia have to be 
changed from black to black or red, with white horizontal bands, in agree- 
ment with the other countries. 

The Conference invite the various powers interested to consider the 
following general principles, which they put forward as a basis on which 
to build up a uniform international buoyage system for districts other 
than those where the compass system is in use. 

The term starboard-hand shall denote that side of a navigable channel 
which is on the right hand of the mariner entering from seaward; the 
term port-hand shall denote that side which is on the left hand under 
the same circumstances. 

Color. — Buoys defining the starboard-hand shall be painted a single 
red color. Buoys defining the port-hand shall be painted a single black 
color, or a parti-color. Buoys denning middle grounds shall be painted 
with horizontal bands. 

Form. — Wherever form is used as a distinctive character, buoys 
denning the starboard-hand shall be conical, and those defining the 
port-hand shall be can or spar. 

Top-marks. — Countries where form is not used as a distinctive char- 
acter for buoys may adopt as another distinctive feature for the buoys 
on either side of a channel, top-marks resembling a cone to be used on 
the starboard side, or a cylinder on the port side of a channel. 

Numbers and letters. — Numbers, letters, and names may be painted 
on the buoys, but they must never be so large as to interfere with their 
distinctive coloring. 

Wherever numbers and letters are used they shall be in consecutive 
order, commencing from seaward. 

Buoying and marking of wrecks. — (a) All buoys and the top-sides 
of vessels used for the marking of wrecks shall be painted green with a 
suitable white inscription. 
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(b) Where it is practicable, by day one ball shall be exhibited on 
the side of the vessel nearest the wreck and two placed vertically on the 
other side; three fixed white lights similarly arranged, but not the ordi- 
nary riding light, shall be shown from sunset to sunrise. 

General Division 13. 
The establishment of a permanent international maritime commission. 

(a) The composition of the commission. 

(b) Its powers and authority. 

Resolved, That for the present the establishment of a permanent inter- 
national maritime commission is not considered expedient. 



NOTE FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL IN THE PIOUS 
FUND CASE TO THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
MAKING SOME SUGGESTIONS AS TO THE CONDUCT OF FUTURE ARBI- 
TRATIONS. 

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 

OF THE 

PERMANENT COURT OF 

ARBITRATION. 

The Hague, October Ik, 1902. 

Mr. Minister, 

The undersigned members of the Arbitration Tribunal constituted in 
virtue of the Treaty of Washington of the 22nd of May 1902, between 
the United States of America and the United States of Mexico, have the 
honor to address to Your Excellency, as President of the Administrative 
Council of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, this note containing 
some reflections concerning the procedure to be followed before the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration. At the same time the undersigned 
express the desire that Your Excellency will be good enough to communi- 
cate this note to all the members of the Administrative Council request- 
ing them to submit it to the kind consideration of their Governments. 

The Convention signed at The Hague on the 22nd of July 1899 for 
the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, presents, without any 
doubt, a just and rational basis for the procedure to be followed before 



